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Table 1
Quotes From Psychology Texthooks Concerning the Déja Vu Experience

Author Quote

James (1890) There is a curious experience which everyone seems to have had—the feeling that the
present moment in its completeness has been experienced before—we were saying
Just this thing, in just this place. to just these people. ete. (p. 675)

Angell (1908) Another curious disturbance of memory. with which most of us are familiar, is found
in the experience of an impression that we have previously been in the place where
we are at the moment, or a conviction that we have previously said the words we
are now saying, while as a matter of fact we know that we cannot possibly have
been in a given situation, nor have spoken the words. (p. 235)

Titchener (1928) Most of us, probably. have an occasional acquaintance with what is called le'n'nnesin
or wrong recognition: a definite “feeling that all this has happened before,”. . . in
spite of the fact and the knowledge that the experience is novel. (p. 187)

Woodwaorth (1940) A weird feeling that one has been thnounh all this before, as if time had slipped a cog
and were now repeating itself Fel'hnps 50 percent of young people can remember
having had this queer experience, and some few individuals suffer from it a great
deal. It may be called the “illusion of having been there before™ (p. 357)
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Clinical individuals

Brauer et al. (1970) 92 84 People with schizophrenia or personality disorder
or who were depressed

Zuger (1966) 66 58 Patients undergoing therapy from author

Greyson (1977) 65 20 Psychiatric hospital admits with schizophrenia

Neppe (1983¢) 65 20 People with schizophrenia

Greyson (1977) 51 68 Psychiatrie hospital admits, nonschizoplrenic

Richardson & Winokur (1967) 44 301 Psychiatrie patients

Richardson & Winokur (1967) 41 161 Neurosurgery patients

M. Harper & Roth (1962) 40 30 Phobic anxiety depersonalization patients

Chapman & Mensh (1951) 33 220 White hospital inpatients

Note. WA = Virginia; NORC = National Opinion Research Center.
" DEji vu experience was claimed by “about one-half” of those surveyed
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